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‘’ ARMED FORCES MEDICAL LIBRARY 


STALLED 


We have been informed that the Department of Defense has decided 
that a request for construction funds for the new Armed Forces Medi- 
cal Library building will not be included in the Fiscal Year 1957 budget 
program to be submitted to Congress this spring. 


On the basis of this decision the Bureau of Yards and Docks has 
been advised not to ask for apportionment of funds appropriated by Con- 
gress last summer for architect's plans for the new building. 





Prior to the actions noted above, preliminary budget hearings had 
been held on the amount of construction funds to be requested. The 
total cost of the building, originally calculated at $6,369,000, was ten- 
tatively cut to $5, 150,000 on the basis of a reduction from 299, 040 sq. 
ft. of space to 239,110 sq. ft. Allowing for $350,000 already appropri- 
ated, the additional amount which would have been asked for comes to 
$4, 800,000 as against $6, 019, 000 originally contemplated. 


FULL CIRCLE - ALMOST 


A year ago on this page, under the caption "A New Year" we said, 
among other things, ''This year the Library will occupy the entire main 
building in Washington, shared for the last 67 years with the Armed 
Forces Institute of Pathology, now moving out to new quarters." 


Long ago it became imperative for both the Institute and the Library 
to find additional space in other buildings. Since the beginning of the 
1940's the Library, at great cost in time and money, has moved its peo- 
ple and books from one location to another. Some of the major changes 
included the establishment in Cleveland, in 1942, of the History of Medi- 
cine Division with its some 30,000 volumes of incunabula, manuscripts, 
and rare books, plus some 20,000 non-historical volumes. In 1944 oc- 
curred the relocation of the Document Section and the Acquisition Divi- 
Sion to the Fisheries Annex Building, a half block away, as well as 
parts of the Index-Catalogue Division to the old Washington Auditorium 
on 19th and E Streets, N.W. In 1945 a reshuffle brought the Index-Cata- 
logue to the Fisheries Annex and the Acquisition Division back to the 








Printing cost borne by the FRIENDS of the Armed Forces Medical Library. 








2 





JANUARY 1956 


main building. The Art Section and the Duplicate Exchange were moved 
in 1948 across the street to space in Tampa Hall, one of the World War 
II "temporary" buildings. In 1950 the Current List Division moved into 
Tampa, only to be moved again in 1952 to Escanaba Hall, another tem- 
porary building two blocks from the Library. 


As for the collections other than those of the History of Medicine 
Division, the major moves included sending another 20,000 volumes 
(1800-1850 monographs) to Cleveland in 1951, and approximately 100, 000 
volumes in 1952 to Escanaba Hall from the Fisheries Annex where they 
had been placed several years earlier. It was also necessary in 1952 to 
rent additional storage space in a Cleveland warehouse to house several 
thousand volumes of government documents, medical school catalogs, 
and similar material. In1953 another 20,000 volumes were taken to 
Escanaba Hall to create room for the constant flow of new acquisitions 
into the main stacks. 


Now, not only have we come full circle again on the calendar, but 
also in the utilization of the old main building. For the first time in 
many years the Library's various units and collections, which so long 
have been widely dispersed and so frequently moved, once more are all 
under one roof -- all, that is, except the History of Medicine Division, 
which still remains in Cleveland for lack of adequate housing in Wash- 
ington. 


Only those who were involved in the months of necessary planning, 
in the building changes, and in the actual moving of people, books and 
equipment, can appreciate the tremendous task which has been accom- 
plished during this last year. This is all the more notable when it is 
recognized that while virtually every desk, person, and book was being 
relocated, the normal work of the Library was continued and the public 
services maintained. 


During the year new book stacks were installed in the basement and 
first floor of the west wing. New fluorescent fixtures were installed in 
a majority of the offices and work areas. Many rooms and offices had 
floors repaired or new flooring laid; wholesale painting and redecorat- 
ing was completed; new lunchroom and snack bar facilities were set up. 
Additional radiators provide greater comfort in winter; reconditioned 
air-conditioning units cool a few small staff areas inthe summer, A 
vault room was especially adapted for storage of the Library’s newly 
established medical motion picture collection, and a new film projector 
was acquired. Equipment was brought back from Cleveland to augment 
the facilities for book repair and pamphlet binding. A long-felt need 
was met by establishing an exhibit room and by segregating a new col- 
lection to be known as Monuments of Medicine, selected from titles of 
the 19th and 20th centuries as important because of their "milestone" 
character; Morton, Koch, Drake, and Lister are representative of the 
authors to be found in this collection. 


Some work remains to be done -- the fourth floor needs cleaning up; 
better lighting is needed in some areas, and the basement corridors 
need painting -- but for the moment, each of the divisions and sections 
of the Library is provided with adequate office and work space. 
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Although we lack adequate space for growth in the stacks; although 
some of our arrangements are far from ideal because of the building’s 
layout; although we have inadequate elevator facilities; although we do 
not have the best security control over the regular stack materials, and 
although we still lack some of the nic2ties we would like to have, never- 
theless, all things considered, we start out the new year with a greatly 
improved physical plant which will allow us to breathe easier and work 
more efficiently. We make the hopeful calculation -- soon to be re- 
checked, whenever the clamor subsides sufficiently -- that we will be 
able to accommodate additions to the collection for the next two years. 
For even this short respite we are grateful. We hope that somehow, 
some way, sometime soon, a new home for the National Medical Li- 
brary will be assured, before bursting bookshelves will again force us 
to find costly and discouraging remedies of desperation. 


ACQUISITIONS SYMPOSIUM 


A symposium on the ‘‘Acquisitions Policy of the National Medical 
Library’’ will be held at the Armed Forces Medical Library in Washing- 
ton on 12 April 1956. The roster of distinguished panelists announced 
in last month’s NEWS has now been completed with the addition of Dr. 
Benjamin Manchester, Assistant Clinical Professor of Medicine, George 
Washington University School of Medicine, whowwill discuss the subject 
from the viewpoint of clinical medicine. 


Because the seating capacity of Library Hall is extremely limited, 
attendance must be regulated by cards of admission, for which applica- 
tion may be made to the Director, Armed Forces Medical Library. 


JANUARY EXHIBIT 


Ambulances and ambulance services is the subject of the Library’s 
January exhibit which will occupy the center display cases in the newly 
fitted Exhibit Room, The first part of the exhibit illustrates a few of 
the many ways (from human shoulder to helicopter) which have been 
used in transporting the sick and injured, 


The second part emphasizes the planning and organization neces- 
sary for effective ambulance service. Considerable space is devoted 
to Napoleon’s surgeon, Baron Dominique Jean Larrey, who organized 
his equipment and personnel to make immediate care of the wounded 
possible, Material depicting some present organizations of military 
and civilian ambulance services is displayed in the third exhibit case. 


GIFT OF MEDICAL MOTION PICTURES 


Wyeth Laboratories has contributed seventy-six medical films, 
dating from the 1930’s, to our documentary collection of medical mo- 
tion pictures. This is the largest single donation to the film collec- 
tion since its establishment (AFML NEWS, March 1955). As well as 
being an important addition to our historical film holdings, the group 
contains the first motion picture negatives which the Armed Forces 
Medical Library has acquired. 
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AFML - SMITHSONIAN PROJECT 


During the year 1956 Miss Helen H. Cambell, Head of the Art Sec. 
tion, will prepare four exhibits for the Division of Medicine & Public 


— Smithsonian Institution, using pictures from her Section’s hold- 
ngs. 


The first exhibit of this series opened on 1 January and is entitled 
‘*Physicians to the Presidents. ’’ It is comprised of photographs of the 
physicians or medical advisers to George Washington [James Craik]; 
Thomas Jefferson [Benjamin Rush]; Andrew Jackson [Philip Syng 
Physick]; Abraham Lincoln [Robert King Stone]; Grover Cleveland 
— . O'Reilly]; William Howard Taft [Matthew A, a 

oodrow Wilson [Cary T. Grayson]; Warren G. Harding [Charles E, 
Sawyer]; Herbert Hoover [Joel T. ng Dwight D. Eisenhower 
Howard McC, Snyder]. A larger group of Physicians to the Presi- 
ents was shown in the Library some time ago and a set of the por- 
traits was prepared for the White House. 


‘*Physicians to the Presidents’’ will be on display for three months 
and subsequent exhibits are planned for opening on the first day of the 
months of April, July, and October, These Library displays will occu- 
py a special case in the Gallery of Medical History at the Smithsonian; 
some of the more interesting items in the Art Collection will thus be 
made available for exhibition toa large segment of the nearly two 
million annual visitors to the Smithsonian Institution. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY OF MEDICAL REVIEWS 


Over the years we have heard many pleas for more effective aid 
in the bibliographic control of the review literature of medicine. In 
response to this need the Armed Forces Medical Library has been 
working on an experimental project which will result in the publica- 
tion, sometime in May, of a Bibliography of Medical Reviews. 





BMR will list some 800 review articles in clinical and experiment- 
al medicine which have appeared in 1955, and which have been tagged 
during the course of the Current List operation. Items will be listed 
in a subject arrangement only, with complete citation, including a 
translation of the title in the case of foreign language articles, direct- 
ly under the subject headings. 


Copies of Bibliography of Medical Reviews will be available on re- 
quest to the Director, Armed Forces Medical Library. Requests will 
be filled in the order of receipt. 














